Your End-of-Summer August Checklist

Summer that went by way too fast, but there is still so much to enjoy! Instead of getting down with the backto-school blues, we have some great ways to keep the fun alive and get prepared for the next season.
Denver Staycation
The perfect way to keep the summer fun alive when
school is back in session is a few weekend adventures.
Denver is filled with so many exciting places to go and
fun activities, weekend staycations never have to end!
Those Perfect Summer Nights
This summer has been brutally hot, but we’re finally
starting to get those cool summer evenings we longed
for. Enjoy the perfect summer evenings with drinks
around the back patio, picnics in the park, or even
hanging around a bonfire. The perfect way to spend a
calm weekend night or wind down after a long day in
the office or at school.
Family Meal Prepping
Back-to-school can mean time for less exciting tasks,
like meal prep. Getting the kids involved can make this
a family event, and maybe even a fun one! The kids
get to feel part of the process (and maybe making a
few choices for themselves will get them excited about
a healthy lunch), and you get some bonding time in.
Plus, get a two-for-one and prep your healthy lunches
too!
Go Camping
Colorado has many dispersed camping areas that don’t
require reservations or permits, making ast-minute
camping trips are easy. With so many spots near Denver,
you can camp for just a night for a fun overnight with
family or friends!

Back-to-School Shopping
One of the most exciting parts of going back to school
is the new things! It’s so fun to shop for new outfits
and gym clothes, notebooks, backpacks, and school
supplies. It’s also the perfect opportunity to clean out
the closet and get rid of things you (or the kids) no
longer needs. There are lots of great places in Denver
where you can donate things ready for a new home.
Even if you don’t have kids, a little shopping and
closet-purging is a great end-of-summer consolation
prize.
Car & Home Maintenance
After road trips and endless trips to the mountains for
hiking and camping, your car may be ready for some
maintenance! Get a general check up for brakes and
tires, change the oil, and clean out the back to make
room for whatever sport or adventure is next! Home
maintenance is important too. Finish up any summer
projects you began, with school starting you might not
find as much time to finish them up! The last warm
months of the year are the perfect time to finish up
home repair projects, especially outdoor ones.
Harvest Time
Did you plant a garden this year? End of summer
is usually harvesting time. Plan a big potluck or fun
event with family and friends to enjoy the fruits of your
labor (heh heh). If you didn’t get to gardening this
year perhaps this will inspire next year’s urban farming
venture!
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Madison Market Update
Quick Stats:

• Average active listings for July is 17,377 (1985-2016)
• Record-high July was 2006 with 31,989 listings
• Record-low was this July with 7,352 listings
• The historical average increase in active listing from June to July
is 4.43%. 2017 represents a decrease of 0.8%.

DMAR Expert Opinion

“This month we saw several numbers dip into the negatives.
Inventory experienced a slight increase of 4.15% from last
month, which is normal. Even with this increase, 2017
represents a new record-low July with 7,352 listings.
The number of sales dropped 19.66% from June. This is
significantly higher than our normal seasonal decrease of 5%.
Like sales, under contracts also experienced a higher-thanusual decrease from June of 14.78%. A decrease of 6.2% is
considered normal. This housing market is filled with shades
of gray, some good and some creating areas of mild concern.”

Single Family

Detached Single Family
Active Listings 5,703
New Listings		
Under Contract

4,729
3,747

DOM			26
Sold			3,538
Avg Sold Price $496,382
Med Sold Price $420,000

Sales Volume: $1,756,199,516
Close Price/List Price: 100.2%

– Steve Danyliw, Chairman of the DMAR Market Trends Committee and Denver Real Estate Agent

Condominium

Residential Single Family + Condo
(at month end - July)

4.15%

MORE listings
than last month

$449,054

Attached Single Family

-19.66%

LESS SOLD listings
than last month

Avg Sold Price
Single Family + Condo

Active Listings 1,649
New Listings		
Under Contract

1,822
1,533

DOM			36
Sold			1,341
Avg Sold Price $324,187
Med Sold Price $275,000

Sales Volume: $434,734,767
YTD 2017		

YTD 2016

YTD

Residential (Single Family + Condo)
Active Listings at Month End 		
7,352
7,470
New Listings				
42,568
Current Days on Market			
30
Sold				
32,268		
Average Sold Price			

7,468
43,252

32,797

Source: Denver Metro Associate of Realtors ®
41,437

34

33 		

$433,469

Close Price/List Price: 100.8%

31,329

$400,083

Solar Energy: Just a Fad or Worth the Investment?
Solar panels and other renewable energy sources are a big investment. It’s easy to wonder…is this a worthwhile investment
for my home or just something popular that will be irrelevant a few years from now? Solar power is a growing industry that’s
here to stay. The positive impact it will have on your home and the environment as a whole is well worth the investment and
can save you money on electric and energy bills in the long run.

A renewable energy source, solar power is unique because it does not emit harmful greenhouse gases in the energy
generation process. The most abundant source of renewable energy, this powerful energy source is already used by many
homes and businesses. There are a few types of solar energy systems. Solar power simply refers to any system that
converts the sun’s light or heat into usable energy. There are two primary systems for harnessing solar energy – active
and passive. Active solar systems convert the sun’s heat or light into usable energy using mechanical or electrical devices.
Passive solar systems don’t require mechanics or moving parts. They are specifically designed to collect and store heat
energy from sunlight for heating or electric.
In the last ten years residential solar has skyrocketed, more than tripling the number of homes with solar. Over 1 million
homes in the United States alone have rooftop solar in their homes. It is projected that by 2020 nearly 4 million homes will
have rooftop solar.

In addition to the obvious benefit of taking good care of the earth and making sustainable, environmentally friendly choices…
solar energy also has more personal benefits for your home, family, and budget.
• Save money on electric and heating bills. While you will have to spend some money upfront for solar panels, the
money you will save using renewable energy will cover the costs and decrease your bills.
• There are solar energy tax credits, incentives, and rebates. The federal government offers a tax credit and many
states, local governments, and municipalities offer additional credits. Depending on location, other solar energy incentives
and rebates exist, adding another layer of financial benefit.
• Solar power isn’t limited to sunny places. Sunlight still gets through clouds, and while diffused sunlight is not as ideal
as direct, it can still be converted into energy.
• Creates more jobs. Employment in the US solar industry has skyrocketed and will continue to grow with the projected
growth of home solar energy use. According to SolarCity, “employment in the U.S. solar industry recently surpassed 200,000
people – that’s more than the oil and gas extraction industry, and three times more than the coal-mining industry.”

The first step to introducing solar energy to your home is to get a quote. Companies like SolarCity, Namaste Solar (a local
Colorado company) EnergySage, SunRun, NRG Home Solar, SunPower, and more will often offer free quotes and estimates
to help you find the right solar panel option for you.If you aren’t ready to jump fully in with solar panels, there are lots of
smaller ways to get your feet wet in the sustainability and renewable energy game.
• Unplug electronics when not in use. Even when devices are turned off, if plugged in they still use electricity. Get a
power strip that turns off, unplug devices when not in use, don’t leave your phone charger plugged in when your phone isn’t
charging, and always remember to turn lights off when not in use! You’ll save energy and reduce your electric bill.
• Power devices with rechargeable batteries. Amazon has a wide selection of rechargeable batteries and chargers,
and this easy way to use less energy is quite convenient. Once you start using solar panels, you won’t even have to use
electricity to charge the batteries!
• Get a solar oven and/or solar water heater. Solar water heaters use the sun to heat a reserve water connected to the
plumbing. Solar ovens can be purchased or built. Cook your food with the power and heat of the sun!
• Use daylight whenever possible. Practice not turning the lights on if a room is already well lit by the sun.
All in all, solar energy can decrease your carbon footprint, help the environment, save you money, and contribute to the
growing industry of renewable energy. A win all around!

